Genre Notes: Mystery
Definition: 
1) “A narrative in which the chief element is usually a crime around which the plot is built” (from Harris, et al. The Literacy Dictionary, IRA, 1995). 
2) “Popular fictional narratives with plots revolving around puzzling or frightening situations that create and even exploit a sense of uncertainty, suspense, or fear in the reader or audience,” (from Murfin, et al. The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms, Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003). 
Purpose: 
1) To entertain 

2) To involve the reader in the excitement and suspense of the problem/mystery 
Form and Features: 
1) Mood is dark, dreary, mysterious, and often scary. For example, many mysteries open on dark and stormy nights with lightning, thunder, wolves or dogs howling, and eerie music playing. 

2) Suspense, the crucial component in a mystery, is created through the use of the following:

a) Foreshadowing is the inclusion of clues throughout the story to provide the reader with information that will lead to the solution of the mystery 
b) Red Herrings are clues that are placed in the mystery to throw the reader off track and lead the reader away from the mystery’s solution. 
c) Cliffhanger chapter endings use great suspense to compel the reader to read further into the story. 
d) The conflict in a mystery is a crime, a puzzle, or a secret. 
e) The plot of a mystery revolves around a crime/ crimes that sleuths or detectives try to solve through gathering and analyzing clues. Clues can be fingerprints, letters, notes, or secret codes. Clues can be discovered by listening carefully to other characters’ dialogue or watching the other characters’ actions carefully. Other things can be clues as well. 
