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Mystery Terms
You must make them a part of your working vocabulary.
1. CRIME – A misdeed of some kind; something against the law.
2. CRIME SCENE—Location of the crime. Often includes evidence and clues.
3. CLUE – Anything that could lead a detective or police officer closer to solving the crime.

4. EVIDENCE – Anything that helps prove who the culprit is.

· It can be something physical (like an article of clothing) that the culprit left behind, the testimony of a witness, etc.

5. [image: image2.emf]WITNESS – A person who saw the actual crime being committed; a person who saw something that happened before or after the crime.

· For example, a person who sees someone running away from a crime scene holding a gun and wearing a mask could be a witness.

· A witness could also be the person who discovers the crime scene.

6. SUSPECTS – Anyone who has a motive to commit the crime.

7. MOTIVE/MOTIVATION – A suspect’s reason for committing the crime.  The reason a suspect behaves in a certain way.  Motive/motivation can come from anger, jealousy, revenge, fear, greed, or some other personal need.

8. ALIBI – The suspect’s claim that he or she was not at the location where the crime took place.

9. THE LIE – In many mysteries, the guilty person’s first mistake is to say too much.  He or she must tell a lie to cover up the crime and will often get trapped by his or her own words. 

10. VICTIM – The person who is negatively impacted by the crime.

11. RED HERRING – A red herring is a false clue or event that is used to take your attention away from what is really happening.  These clues usually seem significant at first, but then these clues turn out to be unimportant to the solution of the case.
12. SUSPENSE- A device often used by writers to create uncertainty or anxiety in the reader.
13. ACCOMPLICE – An accomplice is someone who helps commit a crime.  The accomplice doesn’t actually commit the crime, but he or she does help with the crime’s planning or implementation.

· For example, an accomplice can be someone who drives the get-away car in a robbery.
      14. CULPRIT- The person or people who committed the crime.

15. MEANS – Access to a murder weapon or an object that helped to commit the crime.  Some examples include weapons, disguises, vehicles, an inside person, etc.
