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In the News

In the columns provided below, write a newspaper article that gives an account of the events that
occurred on Maple Street. Remember that the first paragraph of a news story generally answers the five
“w” questions: who, what, when, where, and why. The remaining paragraphs give details and quotes
from witnesses of the events. Create a headline for your article, and provide (draw or paste) an
appropriate picture to accompany your article. Write a caption in the box below the picture.
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Action/Reaction

Many of the characters in The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street employ faulty logic. They draw
conclusions based on partial evidence, and, since they can see no other explanation, they assume that
someone on the street must be a “monster.” Find four actions or statements the characters in the play
make using what you believe to be faulty logic. Write these actions or statements in the “Action”
column below. Next, in the “Reaction” column, write the responses you would like to give the
characters in order to explain why their actions or statements were misguided.

ACTION REACTION

(actions characters take or statements they make) (your response to each action or statement)
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Tommy’s Comic Book

Fill in the six boxes below with simple drawings to create a page from the comic book that gave
Tommy his ideas about spaceships and aliens visiting Earth. You may want to reread the section of Act
1 in which Tommy describes some of the comic book’s plot. Remember to include “balloons”
containing the thoughts or words of the characters in your drawings.
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Private Eye File

Pretend you are a private investigator hired to find out who was responsible for the strange
occurrences on Maple Street. Choose one of the characters to be your main suspect, and create a “file”
for the suspect by filling in the information below. You may make up some of the details when
necessary, but try to make them consistent with the information provided in the play.

Suspect’s Name:

Physical Description (age, hair and eye color,
height, weight, etc.):

Habits/Personality Traits:

Comments from Others About Suspect:

Incidents Involving Suspect:
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